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O
n Sunday 13th november, WPC will be 
commemorating Remembrance 
Day on Wennington Green and in 
St Mary & St Peter’s Church. The 
morning service will start at 10am 
and finish at 10:40am. Those who 

are able, will then walk to Wennington Green for 
the Remembrance Service; commemorating the 
Wennington residents who gave their lives in serving 
their country.

For those unable to walk to, and stand, for 
the service, a radio commentary of the service at 
the Cenotaph will be relayed in the church. After the 
commemoration, there will be an opportunity for 
fellowship with refreshments and the recounting of 
memories in the church.

The service at RPC will begin as usual at the 
War Memorial (Clocktower) in Rainham Village at 
10:30am, and will continue in St Helen & St Giles 
Church after the commemoration. As usual, the 
invitation to join us for all or part of the event is 
extended to all those in the Rainham and Wennington 
communities .

LEST WE FORGET
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During our morning Harvest Service on 2nd October, we were joined by the family relatives 
of Henry Sidney Burr and it was a great privilege to have them worship with us. They had 
come together from various parts of the country to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
Sidney losing his life at the Battle of the Somme during WW1. Sidney was a Rainham man. We 
concluded with a short commemorative prayer outside at the War Memorial, giving thanks for 
his sacrifice alongside the comrades who fell with him. You will find his name on the memorial 
plaque in church. Here is Sidney’s story, one of many untold stories of courage and valour in 
the conflict of war. It is fitting that, during this month of remembrance, we are reminded of 
the ordinary men and women who gave up their future to secure ours.

Rifleman Burr 2731 1st/6th (City of London) Battalion (Rifles) London Regiment. Henry was 
born at Rainham in 1896, one of eight children (two died) to George and Emma (nee Flint) 
Burr of Cowper Road. In 1911 they were residing at Shamrock Terrace, where Henry (aged 
14) was employed as a clerk at Oxford University Press. It appears that Henry had joined a 
pre-war “territorial/reservist” unit, colloquially known as “Saturday Night Soldiers” in which 
recruits would be expected to attend 2 to 4 week training courses per year on completion 
of the initial training, even though most were in full-time employment. The annual “refresher” 
course however would often be seen as a working holiday for most young men as it was 

their only opportunity to see the countryside and get some fresh air, even if it 
was under constant military supervision.

When war was declared in August 1914, 1st/6th battalion were based at 
Farringdon Avenue coming under the command of 2nd London Brigade in 1st London 
Division, but on landing in France (March 1915) were reformed and renamed 140th 
Brigade in 47th (2nd London) Division. Henry Burr arrived on the 18th August 1915, 
joining 1st/6th Battalion (nicknamed “Cast Iron Sixth”) within weeks of them fighting 
at The Battle of Loos (25th September) where 140th Brigade were credited with 
securing the German-held “Double Crassier” (two large spoilheaps dominating 
the area for miles around). 

In May of 1916, the “Cast Iron Sixth” were at Vimy Ridge, when German 
artillery units unleashed one of the heaviest bombardments of the Great War on 
the British front-lines, some 70,000 shells fired in four hours! The 47th Division then 
moved to the Somme for “The Battle of Courcelette” (where they captured High 
Wood) and then “The Battle of Le Transloy” (to capture Eaucourt l’Abbaye) during 
which, on the 2nd October 1916 Henry Burr was “accidentally killed”. He was 20 
years of age. In 1916, British 7th Division captured the village of Mametz, and with 
it the German trench system known as Dantzig Alley. A number of field hospitals 
were set up and a small cemetery built (Bottom Wood) in which the recently killed/

died would be buried. Due to the overwhelming number of burials taking place, the cemetery 
was then extended into what is now Dantzig Alley British Cemetery, the final resting place 
of Henry Burr. The cemetery now contains 2,053 burials & commemorations from the Great 
War (518 of which are unidentified) but there are 17 “special memorials” for casualties known 
to be buried within the grounds. Henry Burr is commemorated on Special Memorial № 13.

LEST WE FORGET
HENRY SIDNEY BURR

1896–1916



Christmas Cards
Small Gifts
FairTrade
Tea & Coffee 
Delicious Breakfast …or Come for a Chat!

A church packed to capacity, stacks 
of food resembling a large local 
supermarket in front of the altar; floral 
bunting and artwork strung around 

the aisles and choir stalls; fresh vegetables, 
flowers and fruit artistically presented on the 
font, the book table, the windows; plus a buzz 
of excitement and a sea of smiling faces. 

This was the scene at Wennington 
Church on Monday 10th October when 120 
pupils from Brady School came to celebrate 
their Harvest Festival. The church had been 
decorated on Saturday 8th following the bulb 
planting and village clean-up with Wennington 
Village Association. Hungry volunteers were 
delighted at the sight of our buffet lunch, and 
the church family were delighted to meet 
with more new people from the village; 
including a couple who had moved into 
their home only two days beforehand!

On Sunday 9th, we had celebrated God’s 
generous provisions and the fullness of Harvest; 
and now the children were here talking about 
the different worldwide Harvest customs and 
celebrations. Imagine stamping feet, flapping 
arms, wriggling human plants and flowers, rigid 
rock-like bodies, as the teachers and children 
portrayed the “story about a farmer” told by 
an animated and excited Revd Henry! We 
know the story as the Parable of the Sower, 
but I doubt it has ever before been told in 
Wennington Church with such noise and fun. 

The service ended with prayers and 
a loud “wind-up Amen”; why not practise 
this yourself? Thank you for the food we 
eat. Thank you for the world so sweet. Thank 
you for the birds that sing. Thank you God 
for EVERYTHING. aaaaaaaaaaaaAAAAAAMEN!

Harvest Fun at Wennington
Some feedback on the Bulb Planting and Harvest 
celebrations in Wennington. 

Coffee Morning 
& Table-Top Sale

Join us from 10am on Saturday 12th November
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The latest issue 
of The Month is 
available for you 
to take from the 
back of church.

It is also available to 
view or download 
as a PDF from 
the Diocese of 
Chelmsford website.

November 2016

■ Reaching out to men: Centre pages ■ What's On in Essex and East London: Page 9

Sermon of the Year
winner Natalie Collins
writes exclusively 
for The Month
Page 3

Picture special: 
The many faces
of composer 
John Rutter
Page 4

N E E D  T O  K N O W   I  S T O R I E S  I  A R E A  U P D AT E S  I  E V E N T S  N E A R  Y O U

Superhero
is hands on
Bocking 
villagers 
celebrate 
harvest: 
Turn to 
Page 12

www.chelmsford.anglican.org

christmasstarts.com

Bring the kids to light a candle
for Christ’s birthday

Christmas starts
with

Christingle

A r c h d e a c o n ’ s 
V i e w

By VEN MARTIN 

WEBSTER, 

Archdeacon of 

Harlow and Principal 

Officer for Workplace 

Chaplaincy. 

I can remember 

being taken to 

watch my first  

cricket match.  

I am pretty certain  

it was Essex playing 

in the county championship but probably 

on one of the more local grounds that 

they used to play on back then.

Sitting and playing on the boundary the 

possible but in my case  inevitable  

happened – I was hit by a cricket ball!  

I don’t remember being hurt that much 

but Mum was clearly a bit distressed and 

was giving Dad some grief for bringing us 

there. 

Being on the boundary can be an  

exciting and sometimes dangerous place. 

Boundaries matter, they shape our lives 

in so many important  ways, fences, white 

lines on roads, lines on a map. 

These help keep us safe but also  

sometimes separate us from others  

sometimes disastrously, for example the 

Berlin Wall.

Many of our clergy and laity deliberately 

put themselves on the boundary in terms 

of their ministry and calling.  They loiter in 

offices, shopping malls and shops, schools, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Update on the Bishops’ Visits

Celebration & Vision Event 

The biShop of barking’S visit to 
Rainham has been changed 
from 9th October to 23rd 

October. He will be preaching at 
the 10:30am service at Rainham, and 
this will be a joint service for both 
Rainham and Wennington. Bishop 
Peter will not be staying for lunch 
due to another engagement, but 

he will stay for refreshments and 
is looking forward to meeting and 
chatting to as many as possible. 

Bishop Stephen (Bishop of 
Chelmsford) will still be visiting 
Rainham on Sunday 15th January 
2017, at the morning service, which 
will also be a joint service.

There iS an invitation from Bob & Mary Bain of the Welcome Network to 
their Welcome Network Celebration & Vision Event, celebrating the 
vision and ongoing work of the Welcome Network, whose mission 

is “Connecting Christians to bring God’s Love and Power to the Whole 
Community”. The event will be taking place on Saturday 26th November, 
2pm–5pm at RCCG Chapel of Courage, Mawney Road, Romford, RM7 7BH. 
Refreshments will be provided, please contact Bob & Mary on 07988 564299 
if you wish to go. 

You may remember that Welcome Network ran last year’s “Crossing 
Cultures in your Local Community” conference in June last year, and were 
one of our One Church partners. Please do go along to support.

Please note that donations placed into the FoodBank 
box at the back of church also go towards feeding 
the hungry of Rainham out of The Ship.

Rainham

New Men’s 
Small Group
There is a brand new 
Small Group aimed 
at men, which will 
be held in The Ship 
from 8pm on the 
Tuesday of Small 
Group week. The 
aim is to delve 
into God’s word 
and grow together 
to become the 
Godly men we 
were created to be. 
See Ed Stokes for 
more information. 

Up the Road and 
Down the Line

A Guide to Wennington 
Parish Church

New book from Coral Jeffrey exploring the 
history of Rainham & Wennington. 
Available now from The Ship.

By Alan Wright. Revised Edition with and 
updated design and all new photography. 
Available from Wennington Church; 
Coming soon to The Ship.

£4

£3
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‘Tis the Season!
A head’s up on what’s happening this 
Christmas at RWPC.

Memorial Christmas Trees at RWPC

Christmas Card for the 
Church Family

As in previous years, there will be a Memorial Christmas 
Tree up at both Rainham Parish Church and Wennington 
Parish Church. Please feel free to use this facility if 
you find it helpful. Simply write your message on a 
star and attach it to the tree. Alternatively you can 
attach a blank star if you find that is more helpful.

There is an invitation to place one card on the noticeboard 
to the whole church family, and then put the money that 
you have saved by not buying cards for everyone into the 
tin provided. We will then use this money to buy a “Gift for 
Life” to aid the relief of poverty in the developing world. 
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We need help across many 
of the CHristmas events. 
Please consider where you 
can offer uour service.

RWPC Christmas 
Programme 2016
Subject to change
Saturday 3rd December
Rainham Village Christmas Fayre
10am–4pm Rainham Village

Monday 5th December
Carol Singing in Wennington Village
6:30pm Wennington Village

Wednesday 7th December
Mothers’ Union Carol Service
2pm Rainham Parish Church

Monday 12th December
Brady School Carol Service
9:30am Wennington Parish Church

Tuesday 13th December
Togetherness Christmas Party
12pm St Helen’s Hall

Thursday 15th December
Christmas Concert
7:30pm Rainham Parish Church (Contact Gerald to take part)

Sunday 18th December
Wennington Carol Service 
6pm Wennington Parish Church (No morning Service at WPC)

Rainham Carol Service
6:30pm Rainham Parish Church (Festive Tea from 5:30pm)

Saturday 24th December (Christmas Eve)
Nativity Service
4:30pm Rainham Parish Church

Wennington Holy Communion Service
7pm Wennington Parish Church

Rainham Holy Communion Service
10:30pm Rainham Parish Church

Friday 25th December (Christmas Day)
Joint Holy Communion Service
10:30am Rainham Parish Church
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Prayer Knights
Our upcoming evenings of corporate, 
sensory prayer. 

Our october prayer night was a very blessed time with focal points ranging from personal to global. 
It was also a first in that we had three church communities coming together; with folk from St 
John’s South Hornchurch, as well as Rainham and Wennington members. Around 30 people 

gathered to spend time with the Lord in a fruitful and meaningful way that enriched all of us present. 

Our next Prayer Knight will be Monday 7th November 7–9pm at RPC.
Can we encourage you to join us and spend time in the Lord’s presence to encounter what He is doing 
in our midst. 

Celebrating our new Youth Minister

On Saturday 8th October there was a 
celebration and authorisation of Lay 
Ministry at Chelmsford Cathedral, as 

highlighted in our Newsletters over the past few 
months. The lay ministries celebrated included 
Pastoral Assistants, Evangelist Enablers, Lay 
Ministers (Readers) and Youth Workers. Part of 

that authorisation and recognition included 
Nick Pucenot who is now a Youth Minister 
accredited by the Diocese. A few of us attended 
to supported Nick in a balanced and lively 
service and gained a wider perspective of 
what the Lord is doing across the Diocese.
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Services and Themes for November
Sunday 6th

The Blind See
2 Corinthians 4:1–6 & Mark 10:46–52
10:00am WPC Holy Communion
10:30am RPC Holy Communion
6:30pm RPC Evening Prayer

Sunday 13th Remembrance Sunday
The Oppressed are Set Free
Acts 19:11–20 & Luke 8:26–39
10:00am WPC Morning Prayer
10:30am RPC Commemoration
11:15am RPC Family Service
6:30pm RPC Evening Prayer

Sunday 20th

The Lame Walk
Acts 3:1–10 & John 5:1–13
10:00am WPC Holy Communion
10:30am RPC Family Service
6:30pm RPC Evening Prayer

Sunday 27th Advent Sunday
Stepping into the Unknown
Genesis 12:1–9 & Hebrews 11:1–16
10:00am WPC Morning Prayer 
10:30am RPC All Age Service
6:30pm RPC Holy Communion

The Kingdom Impact

When the imprisoned John 
the Baptist send two of his 
disciples to Jesus to ask Him 
if He was the coming One or 

if they should look for another, Jesus sent 
them back with the answer, “tell John the 
things which you hear and see” (Matthew 
11:2–4). He then lists the different ways that 
people have been impacted physically 
and spiritually by the Kingdom of God.

Miracles, signs and wonders are a 
visible and tangible demonstration of God’s 
presence in this world, “For the Kingdom 
of God is not a matter of talk but of power” 
(1 Corinthians 4:20). Jesus came to bring 
His world into ours; to demonstrate the 
reality of God’s presence and love bursting 
into a broken world enslaved by sin. 

It is in the power of His Spirit that 
He released the impact of His Kingdom 
to transform people’s lives, physically 
as well as spiritually. Every hold on 
mankind He addressed and dealt with. 
Everything He taught was underpinned 
with a demonstration of miracles, signs 
and wonders. The power of testimony 
from those who were on the receiving 
end of such an outpouring of love, is 
what impacted those around and drew 
them nearer the Kingsdom, whether 
through conviction or curiosity. 

This is the mission we are called 
to. empowered by the same Spirit to 
testify in signs and wonders as well as 
words. The Gospel is preached and 
demonstrated. The two are inseparable, 
because God’s love is active, not passive; 
it changes things and people. Anything 
less is not what we are called to. How 
does that impact our call to mission? 
What should we expect to experience? 
How do we release and engage with 
the mandate we are anointed for?



/11.

Family Matters
News from across our church family.

To those who organised and supported 
the Table Top Sale Morning. We raised 
£923.59 towards the Church Tower Fund. 

To all those people who came and 
to God for the sunshine so that they 
could sit outside in the garden. A 
total of £212 was raised which means 
that 42 children will have a lunch at 

school, possibly their only meal of the day.

To all those who gave so generously 
to our Harvest Offering, which this 
year will go to the Rainham FoodBank. 
We collectively raised £1510.60!

Th
an

k
s!

November Birthdays

1st November
Joan Paulsen

7th November
Silma Douglas

9th November
Rita Bryant

11th November
Elizabeth Weigold

17th November
Maureen Ireson

24th November
Margot Ilsley

And to all those who 
have not yet divulged 
their birthdays to 
us. Wishing you all 
of God’s blessings 
for a special day. 

Many Happy Returns of the Day!

A big thank you from Val Burling to all church 
friends, Shirley, Joy and her daughter Alyson, 
also those who made, bought or ate the cakes 
at her surprise birthday party at The Ship on 
the 8th October—it was fellowship in action!

Family

If you would like a birthday 
mentioned in the Newsletter, 
please contact the Parish 
Office no later than the 3rd 
week of the month. 
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RPC Small Groups:
Weeks Beginning 
the 13th & 27th 
November.

WPC Small Groups:
1st & 3rd week of 
every month. 

If there is anything that 
you would like the 
church family to pray 
for, please send your 
prayer request by email 
to the Parish Office. 

If you don’t 
have access to emails, 
feel free to call and 
leave a message so 
our Administrator 
can then email your 
prayer request to 
the church family. 

For those at WPC 
without emails, 
remember to check 
the noticeboard at the 
back of church each 
week for updates. 
At RPC, check the 
prayer book.

We aim to 
include your prayer 
requests in at least 
one of the services 
on Sunday,

In order to develop 
our system further, can 
we ask that those with 
prayer requests also 
keep us up to date with 
any further information 
or developments. 
That way, your church 
family can be better 
equipped to know 
how to pray. 

Small 
Groups

Epray

• Ongoing prayer 
for St John’s, South 
Hornchurch during 
their interregnum.  

• The Beam 
Park Housing 
Development in 
our Parish and the 
church’s input in 
the planning and 
outworking.  

• Our Partnership in 
Mission and Ministry 
(PIMMs) with St 
Nicholas Elm Park 
and St John’s South 
Hornchurch.  
 
 
 

• All the opportunities 
of witnessing that 
the Christmas 
season events 
will bring us. 

Prayer 
Points

If you would like to have a significant 
anniversary or event mentioned 
in the newsletter, please contact 
the Parish Office no later than 
the 3rd week of the month.

News
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The real advent calendar 
is a fun way for parents, 
grandparents and 

Godparents to share the 
Christmas story. The calendar 
comes with a free 28-page 
Christmas story activity book 
designed to be used every 
day in Advent. This year, the 
book is illustrated by award 
winning artist, Alida Massari.
Behind each of the 24 windows 
there is a festive Fairtrade 

chocolate made from our new 
and improved Fairtrade blend.
The Real Advent Calendar 
is designed to share and 
celebrate the true meaning 
of Christmas so that Christ is 
not written out of Christmas.
As well as celebrating the 
true meaning of Christmas, 
the calendar makes a charity 
donation, from every sale, 
to Traidcraft Exchange and 
the Funzi & Bodo Trust.

To purchase, sign up on the 
sheet at the back of church, or 
see Sheryl. The calendars will 
also be available from The Ship. 

Traidcraft catalogues are 
available in both churches and 
from The Ship Centre. Please 
pass any orders to Sheryl, 
ideally by mid-November. 

The Real Advent Calendar
Fairtrade Chocolate Advent Calendar featuring the 
real message of Christmas.

£3.99
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Good News. Great Joy.

Every shoebox gift you pack helps Samaritan’s Purse to
reach children worldwide with the good news of God’s
love and the true meaning of Christmas.

Learn how to pack a shoebox gift!
Visit www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk and learn how to
bless a child overseas through a gift-�lled shoebox, given
in Jesus’ Name.

A4/2016Operation Christmas Child ®  is a project of Samaritan’s Purse   |   www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/occ

This year we will again be supporting the 
Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal at Rainham 
and Wennington. Please consider contributing 
to this very worthwhile appeal. A small shoebox 
can have a big impact. What goes into the box is 
fun, but what comes out of it is eternal. Be a part 
of changing children’s lives all over the world in 

Jesus’ name through the power of a simple gift 
with Operation Christmas Child.

Sarah Caffell, Janet Lill & Sheryl Pradella are 
the Rainham team, and Marion Whitmarsh will be 
contact at Wennington. We will give you a cut-off 
date for the shoeboxes during November.



Parish Office:
St Helens Hall,
St Helens Court, 
Rainham,
RM13 9YU

Opening Hours:
Mondays & Wednesdays
9am–12pm & 1pm–4pm

Contact Us:
office@rainhamparishchurch.org.uk
01708 552752
www.rainhamparishchurch.org.uk

Vicar
Revd Henry Pradella 

Associate Minister
Revd David Stainer

Curate
Revd Kingsley Yeboah

Youth Minister
Nick Pucenot

Church Wardens: 
Arthur Carter & Shirley Phillips (RPC)
Pat Sanders & Pauline Hills (WPC)
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Henry & Sheryl
Every day except Tuesdays

Nick
Every day except Saturdays

Alan
Office hours only

Shirley
At The Ship Centre only

David & Jan
Fridays & Sundays only

Kingsley & Sophia
Every day except Thursdays (see 
Parish Office for contact details)

Please respect the worship times of 
the staff, particularly Sundays.

Staff Contact 
Times

Putting the Community in Touch with Jesus.

Sharing 
God’s 
Love in 
Wennington.


